
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12748 of  LeRoy Lowery, 111, pu r suan t  t o  Para-  
graph 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  from 
t h e  requ i rements  of  Sub-sec t ion  7206.6 t h a t  a driveway which 
p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  a  pa rk ing  space  acce s so ry  t o  a  one- 
fami ly  dwe l l i ng  have a  maximum g rade  of  n o t  more t h a n  twenty 
p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  R-1-A D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  1724 P o r t a l  
Dr ive ,  N . W . ,  (Square 2749, Lot 2 0 ) .  

HEARING DATE: September 27, 1978 
DECISION DATE: September 27, 1978 (Bench Dec i s ion)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an  R-1-A D i s t r i c t  a t  
1724 P o r t a l  Dr ive ,  N.W.  

2. The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  approximate ly  15,000 squa re  f e e t  i n  
a r e a ,  and i s  improved w i t h  a  two s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  a  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  maximum 
grade  of  n o t  more t h a n  torenty p e r c e n t  f o r  a  driveway t h a t  has  
a l r e a d y  been i n s t a l l e d .  

4 .  The Regu l a t i ons  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a  driveway p rov id ing  acces -  
s i b i l i t y  t o  r e q u i r e d  acce s so ry  pa rk ing  f o r  a  one-family dwe l l i ng  
n o t  exceed t h e  maximum grade  of twenty  p e r c e n t .  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  
driveway exceeds  t h e  maximum grade  a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  a l ong  i t s  
l e n g t h  t o  a  d i s t a n c e  of  f o r t y  f e e t  from t h e  s idewalk .  Beyond 
t h e  f o r t y  f o o t  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  g r ade  i s  less t h a n  twenty  p e r c e n t .  
The o v e r a l l  g r ade  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  driveway ave rages  n i n e t e e n  pe r -  
c e n t .  A v a r i a n c e  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p o r t i o n s  i n  e x c e s s  of  
twenty  p e r c e n t .  

5.  The f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s l o p e s  s t e e p l y  upward. The 
a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he ha s  been n o t i f i e d  by t h e  I n s p e c t i o n s  
Branch of t h e  Department of  Housing and Economic Development t h a t  
i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  t h e  driveway i n t o  compliance w i t h  t h e  Regu l a t i ons ,  
it would r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  whole e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  be  dropped.  

6. There was no r e p o r t  from Advisory Neighborhood Cormnission 
4A on t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

7. There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n .  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAN 

The Board concludes that the requested variance is an area 
variance, the granting of which required the showing of a prac- 
tical difficulty. Based upon the above findings of fact and the 
evidence of record, the Board concludes that because of the 
exceptional topographical condition of the site, the strict 
application of the Zoning Regulations would create such a diffi- 
culty by requiring that the existing structure be dropped and a 
new driveway be installed to meet the criteria of the Regulations. 
The Board concludes that the applicant has met the required 
burden of proof under Paragraph 8207.11 of the Zoning Regulations. 
The Board further concludes that the granting of the requested 
variance would not impair the intent, purpose and integrity of 
the zone plan as embodied in the Zoning Regulations and Map. 
Accordingly, is is hereby OEYERED that the application is hereby 
GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (Walter B. Lewis, Charles R. Norris, Chloethiel Woodard 
Smith, William F. McIntosh and Leonard L. McCants). 

BY ORDER OF THE D .C. BOAm OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 2 NW 1978 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PER103 OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PER?IIT 
IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMIIUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDER. 


